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------ and Xi-feng ordered her maids to serve the
wine and various choice dishes to go with it.
Husband and wife sat cross-legged at opposite
sides of the low table on the kang and began
their drinking—Xi-feng with some restraint,
although she was normally a fairly hard drinker,
in view of the occasion.

They had not been drinking long when Jia
Lian’s old wet-nurse, Nannie Zhao, walked in.
The young couple at once invited her to drink
with them and tried to make her join them on
the kang. This last honour she would under no
circumstances accept, and Patience and the
girls laid a little table for her at the side of
the kang and set a little stool beside it, on
which she sat down very contentedly.

(p. 310)
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------ Bao-yu played ‘Racing Go’ with the other
maids. This was a game which you moved your
Gopiece across the board in accordance with
the throw of dice, the object being to reach the
opposite side before everyone else and pocket
the stakes.

(pp. 375-376)

e~ EEER IR B RS P SR TGS R E L » A LR B T
BEBRAIRALE L T AN REER o FEEEAEET MK » HMAOE
BB o

HHE—S T bR » BRAWIFEARBTE L S
Bl (SEAAERERTH [HEFZEWFE ] o ZERHEH
FE##32% | barbarizations ZRCE [EFE] & [FHTEE | %4
70 JEEAET) o MEVAKFNEEZA  ERHELE—T » HHEEH—
T FESERAN  WREREY » BEM LR B o EMEREAE
BRI L R EBREATRR » YR B R FEREER » BRATLME
FYRESB R o IMEEAR I M58 1 f TA%KE] »
BRI AFABR - SRR IER B - M MERE - ARE
FERBHRBTEZ2EMENRA o BARMEMAEE IR IR
AFEREF o "



° e °
B—E > WEFRAHEZ DT ERRTHRT

ERTTEASE > M0 XE » MR TR TH—K
» FA—M » BETERYEE o

DESBEERA § REATFHAERR » S TREASL [ LBMNE
WRTFEAETNE | BafiE—0FR

And the “boudoir romances”, those dreary
stereotypes with their volume after volume all
pitched on the same note and their different
characters undistinguishable except by name
(all those ideally beautiful young ladies and
ideally eligible young bachelors)—even they
seem unable to avoid descending sooner or later
into indecency.

(p- 50)
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From that time on, though he longed for
Xi-feng with unabated passion, he never dared
to visit the Rong-guo mansion again. Jia Rong
and Jia Qiang, on the other hand, came frequent-
1y to his house to ask for their money, so that
he was in constant dread of his grandfather
finding out about the I0Us.

Unable, even now, to overcome his longing
for Xi-feng, saddled with a heavy burden of
debt, harassed during the daytime by the school-
work set him by his exacting grandfather,
worn-out during the nights by the excessive
hand-pumping inevitable in an unmarried man
of twenty whose mistress was both unattainable
and constantly in his thoughts, twice frozen,
tormented and forced to flee—what constitution
could withstand so many shocks and strains
without succumbing in the end to illness?



(pp. 249-250)
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‘Ah, now here is a place with a purpose!’
said Jia Zheng with a pleased smile. ‘It may
have been made by human artifice, but the sight
of it is none the less moving. In me it awakens
the desire to get back to the land, to a life of
rural simplicity.’

(p. 334)
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‘Anyone who sat sipping tea and playing the
qin to himself on this verandah would have no
need to burn incense if he wanted sweet smells
_for his inspiration,” said Jia Zheng dreamily.
(p. 340)
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‘What is the use of all this luxury and
splendour,” she said bitterly, ‘if I am to be
always separated from those Ilove—denied the
tenderness which even the poorest peasant who
seasons his bread with salt and pickles and
dresses in hempen homespun is free to enjoy?’

(p. 362)
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‘Who is this “Aroma”? asked Jia Zheng
sharply.

‘A maid, said Lady Wang.

‘I suppose there are no limits to what a maid
may be called,” said Jia Zheng, ‘but who would
have picked an outlandish name like that to
give her?

(p. 458)
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The more she read, the more she liked it, and
before very long she had read several acts. She
felt the power of the words and their lingering
fragrance. Long after she had finished reading,
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when she had laid down the book and was
sitting there rapt and silent, the lines continued

to ring on in her head.
(p. 464)
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Although Crimson was a very inexperienced
maid, she had a measure of good looks and a
determination to better herself. She was there
—fore constantly on thelook-out for an oppor-
tunity of making herself known to Bao-yu and
showing off her ability to serve him.. Unfor-
tunately the little group of body-servants who had
accompanied him into the garden guarded their
privileges with tooth and claw and were careful
to allow no toehold to an ambitious outsider.
(p. 486)
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In a little while Bao-yu, too, arrived, and after

a few respectful words to his mother, asked the

servants to take off his headband and gown for

him and help him off with his boots. Disencum-
bered, he flung himself into his mother’s bosom

to be fondled and petted by her, then worming

his way up and nuzzling affectionately against

her neck, he proceeded to add his own amusing

commentary on the day’s events.

(p- 490)
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Most remarkable, perhaps, was the spectacle of
Xue Pan fussing over his womenfolk, one moment
afraid that his mother would be jostled in the
crush, the next that Bao-chai might be ogled or
Caltrop glad-eyed by some wanton male. Cousin
Zhen, he knew for a fact, was a mnotorious
womanizer. Then he caught sight of Dai-yu
(whom he had never seen before) and forgot
his anxiety in gawping admiration of that
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ethereal beauty.
(p. 501)
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‘The Departed is now in paradise,’ said
the prince. ‘Though I enjoy imperial favour and
princely rank, I would not presume to go past

.her carriage. Heavenly honours take precedence
over earthly ones!’

(p. 290)
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