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‘Haven’t you ever heard the old saying, “The
beast with a hundred legs is a long time
dying”? Although I say they are not as pros-
perous as they used to be in years past, of



e @ o

course I don’t mean to say that there is not
still a world of difference between their cir-
cumstances and those you would expect to find
in the household of your average government
official. At the moment the numbers of their
establishment and the activities they engage
in are, if anything, on the increase. Both
masters and servants all lead lives of luxury
and magnificence. And they still have plenty
of plans and projects under way. But they
can’t bring themselves to economize or make
any adjustment in their accustomed style of
living. Consequently, though outwardly they
still manage to keep up appearances, inwardly
they are beginning to feel the pinch/’

(pp. 73-74)
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& FEMAE 2 The centipede dies but never falls down.’
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A number of important-looking gentlemen
sat in the gateway sunning their bellies and
discoursing with animated gestures on a wide
variety of topics. (p. 154)
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Those old women know just how to sit on the
mountain-top and watch the tigers fight; how
to murder with a borrowed knife, or help the
wind to fan the fire. They will look on safely
from the bank while you are drowning in the
river. And the fallen oil-bottle can drain away:
they are not going to pick it up.
(p. 308)
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Just at that moment Bao-yu walked in, and
seeing the state that Jia Huan was in, asked
him what was the matter. But Jia Huan dared
not say anything.

Bao-chai, familiar with the state of affairs,
normal in other families, which places the
yvounger brother in fearful subjection to the
elder, assumed that Jia Huan was afraid of
Bao-yu. She was unaware that Bao-yu positive-
ly disliked anyone being afraid of him.

(p. 407)
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‘I have sought you everywhere,
And at last I find you here,
In a dark room full of woe—’

It was like intoxication, a sort of deliriumeesses
From that her mind turned to:ee. some lines

from The Western Chamber which she had just
been reading:
As flowers fall and the flowing
stream runs red,
A thousand sickly fancies crowd

the mind.
(pp. 466-467)
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Coovaee and I was discussing with Mother last
night what we ought to do with it. We don’t
know anyone who could afford to buy it; and



it seems a shame to sell it at less than the
price; and even if we gave it away, we couldn’t
think of anyone who would want so much. But
then I suddenly thought of you and the packets
of money you’ve spent on this kind of thi'ng in
years past, and I thought to myself that this
yvear, what with Her Grace in the Palace and
the Double Fifth already not far off, you're
sure to be using ten or twelve times the usual
amount. So, to cut a long story short, we
decided to make a present of it to you. There
you are, Auntie — a little token of my esteem!’
(p. 478)
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Continuing to amble on, she came presently to
Drenched Blossoms Bridge, from which a large
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number of different kinds of fish were to be
seen swimming about in the water below.
Dai-yu did not know what kinds of fish they
were, but they were so beautiful that she had
to stop and admire them:-:---

(pp. 523-524)
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Moving on, without much thinking where
he was going, he came presently to the gate
of a courtyard.

Denser than patters on the phoenix tail.
The stirred leaves murmured with a pent
dragon’s moan. The multitudinous bamboos and
the board above the gate confirmed that his
feet had, without conscious direction, carried
him to the Naiad’s House. Of their own accord
they now carried him through the gateway
into the courtyard.

The House seemed silent and deserted, its
bamboo doorblind hanging wunrolled to the
ground; but as he approached the window, he
detected a faint sweetness in the air, traceable
to a thin curl of incense smoke which drifted
out through the green gauze of the casement.

(p- 516)
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But her words were lost on Bao-yu. He
was preoccupied with a subtle fragrance
which seemed to emanate from Dai-yu’s sleeve
—a fragrance that intoxicated the senses and
caused one to feel rather limp. He seized hold
of the sleeve and demanded to know what
perfume she was wearing.

‘Perfume? At this season?’ said Dai-yu



with a laugh. ‘I'm not wearing any. “In the
cold winter none smells sweet”!”

‘Well, where does it come from, then?’

‘I don’t know myself where it comes from,’
said Dai-yu. ‘I suppose it might have come
from the wardrobe.

Bao-yu shook his head.

‘I doubt it. It’s a very unusual scent. Not
the kind you Wouid get from a scent-cake or
a perfume-ball or sachet.

(p. 394)
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