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The demons showed signs of disarray
on observing their leader to be so affected,
and there was some angry muttering:

‘Yer Honour was putting on a brave
enough show a short while ago. Why
should the name “Bao-yu” throw you into
such a state of commotion? If you ask us,
seeing that he’s upper world and we're
lower world, there’s nothing to be afraid
of. We might just as well carry this one
off now and have done with it.

The trepidation of their leader, who
was perhaps thinking more of Bao-yu’s
demon-repelling talisman than its wearer,
was far from comforted by this reflection.

‘No!No! No!’ he shouted, and compelled
them to let the soul return to its body.

With the return of his soul Qin Zhong
regained consciousness and opened his
eyes. He could see Bao-yu standing beside
him; but his throat was so choked with
phlegm that he was unable to utter a
word. He could only fasten his eyes on
him and slowly shake his head. Then there
was a rasping sound in his throat and he
slid once more into the dark.

BRELD ~ K e [ BRI R0
B & reBEEEn) Rio-He] #F - K
K KEHE - Hawkes BN K-

‘It’s from the Tang poet Qian Xu’s
poem “Furled Plantains™:

Green wazxen candlées from which no

flames rise.
Do you mean to say you’ve forgotten
that?’
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...... then, after rummaging for some
time in the capacious waistband of her
trousers, she fished out twelve little paper
cut-out figures—ten of them demons with
green faces and red hair and two of them
plain human figures—and handed them to
Aunt Zhao.
whisper, she instructed her to write the
eight symbols of her victims’ nativity—
two for the year, two for the month, two
for the day and two for the hour—on each
of the human figures, wrap five of the

Dropping her voice to a

demons round each of them, and slip them



o 144 »

somewhere under her victims’ beds.
“That’s all you have to do,” she said. ‘I
shall be doing other things at home to
help you. It’s sure to work—no question of
that. But you must be very, very careful.
And you mustn’t be afraid.
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