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“To illuminate both the nature of literature and the nature of criticism, this book
presents some of the more important ways in which literature has been discussed. It is
neither a history of criticism nor an annotated anthology of significant critical works.
The critical pieces quoted and discussed represent examples of a method and a point of
view—and their implications in both theory and gractice.”
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“Clear conceptions concerning the different things the literary critic can do a.d has
done seem to me the primary requisite for a serious interest ia literary criticism
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It is little use stuffing one’s head with ideas of what this critic said or that critic

believed if one cannot see clearly in what area of critical activity each critic is

operating. Or, to put it another way, it is no use learning a series of answers if
one does not know what the questions were.”
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