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The changing levels, the circular, walled-in, intimate stairs to the upper floors, and
the small scale are all new experiences. The long halls are brought to scale by keeping
the walls within reach. Wright, an artist in the use of texture, used the roughtest of
bricks, then separated them by smooth, gilded mortar set in from the surface a full half-
inch. Walking down these halls the guests is almost compelled to run his fingers along
the grooves. But Wright did not intend that people run their fingers along the grooves.
The brick is so rough that to obey this impulse would be to risk mangling a finger. With
this deviceWright enhances the experience of space by personally involving people
with the surfaces of the building.
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In America, the conventional idea of the space needed by office employees is
restricted to the actual space required to do the job. Anything beyond the minimum re-
quirement is usually regarded as a “frill.” The concept that there may be additional require-
ments is resisted, at least in part because of the American’s mistrust of subjective
feelings as a source of data. .
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One of my subjects was a woman who had occupied a series of offices of different
dimensions. Doing the same job in the same organization in a variety of offices, she
noted that these offices provided spatial experiences. One office would be adequate;
another would not. Reviewing these experiences w ith her in detail brought out the
fact that, like many people, she had a habit ot pushing herself from the desk and
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leaning back in her chair to stretch her arms, legs, and spine.
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One woman (non-contact) in my sample, a normally cheerful, out-going person, who
had been thrown into a temper for the umpteenth time by her modern but badly desig-
ned kitchen, said,“I hate being touched or bumped,even by people who are closed to me.
That’s why this kitchen makes me so mad when I'm trying to get dinner and someone
is always in my way.”
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One wonld expect that since two different systems of nerves were employed, kines-
thetic space would be qualitatively different from thermal space. This is precisely the
case even though the two systems work together and are mutually reinforcing most of
the time.
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Combine with what we know of behavior in lower life forms, they can be seen as signi-
ficant remnants of displays -- behavioral fossils, you might say -- which originally served
the purpose of letting the other person know what was going on.
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On submarines, a frequent complaint of the crew is about “hot bunking”, the practice of
sharing bunks, so that as soon as one watch “crawls out of the sack” the relieved watch
takes their place. we do not know why one’s own heat is not objectionable and a
stranger’s is. possibly this is due to our great sensitivity to small temperature differences.
People seem to respond negatively to a heat pattern that is not familiar.
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The fact that humans can exert little or no conscious control over their entire heat
system may explain why so little research has been done on the .matter.
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I remembered vaguely detecting the peripheral visual image of her putting her hand
on the table while she listened. My fist had been within heat range, which turned out
to be a full two and a half inches! In other distances, I have been fully aware of the
heat of people’s faces at eleven to eighteen inches as they leaned over me while looking
at something in a picture or a book.
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The blind are a good source of data on sensitivity to radiated heat. However, they
are unaware of their own sensitivity in the technical sense and do not talk about it until
alerted to look for thermal sensations. - During the interviews the subjects had men-
tioned the currents of air around windows and how important windows are to the blind
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for non-visual navigation, enabling them to Ll cate themselves in a room and also to
maintain contact with the outdoors. Hence we had reason to believe that it was more
than a heightened sense of hearing that enabled this group to navigate so successfully.
At subsequentsessions with this group, repeated instance were reported in which the
radiant heat of objects was not only detected but had been used as an aid in navigation.
A brick wall on the north side of a given street was identified as a landmark to the
plind because it radiated heat over the total width of the sidewalk.
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