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And this is the way, the only way, he must approach, or be led toward, the
santuary of love. Starting from individual beauties, the quest for the universal
beauty must find him ever mounting the heavenly ladder, stepping from rung to
rung-that is, from one to two, from two to every lovely body, from bodily beauty
to the beauty of institutions, from institutions to learning, and from learning in
general to the special love that pertains nothing but the beautiful itself—until at
last he comes to know what beauty is. (# 1)
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