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fd | - XY Noting that they distort empiric realily, he argues that they can not refer to
the external environment or to individual human nature but only to the moral
reality of society. (p. 113)

=S WERY -5 =6: TR the substantial function of religion is the creation, reinforcement, and
maintenance of social solidarity. (p. 113)

fHll] oo Xy ««++» in so far as it ceases to be merely descriptive and seeks to account for
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social phenomena, it is sociology. (p. 115)

Here Drukheim notwithstanding his view of the insufficiency of their
methodology, tests his own procedure in part on the assumption of progres-
sive evolution of Comte and Spencer. (p. 115)

...~ that assumed that social facts are sufficiently explained when their
usefulness in terms of meeting human desires is brought out. But desires
themselves change, a fact requiring sociological explanation. (p. 115)
Empirical reality becomes culture to us because, and in so far as, we relate
it to values. (p. 169)

««voso (there remains the possibility of)

comparing the largest possible number of similar historical or contemporary
processes which differ only with respect to the factor whose role is being
investigated. (p. 170)

Therefore he decided to study situations which, otherwise similar, differed
in the particular factor under investigation: religion. (p. 171)

Behavior devoid of subjective meaning belongs to the periphery of sociological
study. Sociology, in Weber’s view, as will be shown later, is primarily the
study of action which is oriented to the behavior of others. (p. 173) -

Bu* if average meaning or hypothetical meaning differ from the concretly
experienced meanings of individuals and still belongs to the province of



sociology, then the latter cannot be viewed as the social action as Weber defined
it. (p. 175)

41 - od The majority of Weber’s ideal types do not refer directly to actions, but to
social collectivites (a term he preferred to social group). (p. 179)

1 eI X Y eeeeee his investigations of several concrete areas have had a continuing
impact on sociology and on other social sciences. (p. 181)
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